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Abstract:

Education system in Papua New Guinea has undergone several iterations of national reform in the past few decades. These varied reforms have been driven by presumed national priorities: the need to fuel the scientific and economic engines of the nation and to be competitive globally. High among the current educational reform is the introduction of the counting and calculating systems in different lingua franca at elementary level.  This paper examines the ‘Kurti’ counting and calculating system of Manus Province in Papua New Guinea and its relations to modern mathematics. It attempts to look at teaching mathematics through cultural relevance to help learners know more about reality, culture, society and themselves.  It is anticipated that teaching mathematics through cultural relevance will enable learners to become more aware, more critical, more appreciative, and more self-confident in learning mathematics. It will help them build new perspectives and syntheses, and seek new alternatives.  It is further anticipated that learning mathematics through cultural relevance will enable learners to transform some existing structures and relations, and further comprehend their understanding of mathematics.

