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Abstract:

This talk will explore elements of the involvement of language as a carrier of mathematical thought in various of the latter’s origins and guises. My specific focus will be the nature of mathematics registers and, as a small case study, will take that of the early development of the English mathematics register in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. In so doing, I will in addition endeavour to examine aspects of the nature and presuppositional commitments behind the ‘ethno-’ tag in ethnomathematics (not least in relation to the developing meaning of the term ‘world’ music) and its at times inclusive and at times oppositional relationship with other labelled forms of mathematics.

