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Abstract:

Ethnomathematics and critical mathematics educations share common concerns and both have the will to achieve a more balanced social life. However, the focus of each one of these perspectives to what concerned the cultural, social and political dimensions is different, and could generate conflict. If we start with some criticism that has been made to ethnomathematics, from the point of view of critical mathematics education, we try, firstly, to differentiate these two perspectives, distinguishing the cultural focus of ethnomathematics from the political focus of the critical mathematics education, taking into account, however, that this difference is artificial. Then, we try to defend the thesis that a critical mathematics education that doesn’t pay the due attention to the cultural dimension becomes poorer, and could loose its emancipatory purpose. From here, in our opinion, the precious contribute that ethnomathematics gives to a critical mathematics education emerges.
