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Abstract:

Since 1996, South Africa has supported and developed indigenous knowledge systems (IKS) as an area of focus and research. As a consequence, the National Research Foundation (NRF) – the Science Council responsible for the support and promotion of research in South Africa established IKS as a research focus area which could be accessed by researchers and research institutions. Ethnomathematical research has been supported through this focus area. The support for research into IKS and into ethnomathematics specifically has resulted in an increase in the number of research projects and a support for post-graduate studies. This paper reflects on IKS focus and its impact in ethnomathematical research. It outlines the growth in the number of ethnomathematical studies since the focus on IKS. It summarizes each study and shows how they have advanced ethnomathematical research in relation to other focus areas in IKS. The paper also reflects on some of the ethnomathematical publications which have been produced in South Africa and also those that have been reported recently at the Southern African Association for Research in Mathematics, Science and Technology Education and the implications for the Southern African Region.

