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Abstract:

One perspective on the ethnomathematics research program concerns enabling speech for those we call the mathematical subaltern.  This category of subalterns represents those collective of individuals (cultures, nations, and so on) whose mathematical processes and artifacts have been excluded from meaningful expression in dominant discourses or whose knowledge systems have been denied or distorted by dominant historiographies.  We argue that this goal of correcting historical and colonial asymmetries implicates research in ethnomathematics as politically committed research as well as curricula informed by it. 

We suggest that this politically committed perspective on ethnomathematics provides a theoretical foundation to notions of culturally responsive mathematics teaching.  We will explore challenges to teaching in a culturally responsive way, what are the impediments, and what are the steps that ethnomathematics researchers and educators can take to help make culturally responsive teaching more widespread.   We will also present models of teacher professional development that involve practicing teachers in reflecting on their practices and struggling to teach in a more culturally responsive way.

