Social and technical speech: discussion of mathematics knowledge production out of school of not dominant cultures
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Abstract:

Mathematics education has been argued and analyzed in relation to its potential to enable pupils to active citizenship, to the development of competences that allow pupils to fully integrate themselves in society and the world of the work.  It is assumed, implicitly or explicitly, that the school - with its technical speech - is the place to learn and where the valid knowledge exists.  In this paper we intend to express our search for the recognition of mathematical knowledge used out of school as equally valid mathematical knowledge and subsumed in a social speech. 

Restivo (1990) differentiates technical speech of social speech about mathematics saying that social speech, in contrast with merely technical speech, links mathematics with human experiences, aims and values.  

Inserted in this context and using a sociological analysis of mathematics we raise the discussion of mathematics knowledge production out of school of not dominant cultures in social context where they are situated and of the use of these knowledges in their social practices linked with their social contexts. We also aim the recognition and validation of these knowledges in the formation of intervening, autonomous and visible citizens.

