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Claudia Zaslavsky’s book Africa Counts played an important role in my career as an educator and researcher in ethnomathematics.  To provide the setting and background, I begin with my “pre-Zaslavsky “ connections to African mathematics.  I served as a Peace Corps Volunteer as a secondary mathematics teacher and curriculum advisor in Sierra Leone.  A few textbooks were then beginning to reflect local culture, but most were British texts.   Following Peace Corps, I earned my Master’s degree at the University of Illinois, working in international education and I looked to Nigeria as a potential research site.  My inquiries led to a job offer from Ahmadu Bello University in northern Nigeria, so I set up a self-training program in the fall of 1973 to prepare myself for Nigeria.  Africa Counts was published just in time, so I grabbed it and threw it into my suitcase.
At Ahmadu Bello University (ABU), we had programs in B.Ed. (Maths Educ), B.Sc.(Ed) (Maths), and special sub-degree teacher preparation programs: Diploma in Maths Education  and Higher Diploma in Maths Education.  I taught courses in teaching methodology, curriculum, problem solving, and student teaching supervision.  Later, I started a course on the history of mathematics.  Also, I assisted in Nigerian national curriculum development, producing syllabi, textbooks, and teachers guides.  Along the way, I earned my doctoral degree in mathematics education at ABU.  
In all of this, I developed concerns about European-based curriculum, though the Joint Schools Project developed in Ghana had begun to address this problem in secondary schools.  As Nigeria developed new curriculum (where I was the only non-Nigerian on the committee), we sought local examples: fruits, market scenes, Mankala games, local maps, etc.  In my history of mathematics class, I felt uneasy as a “European” to be telling the exploits of Europeans such as Newton, Fibonacci, Gauss, and Descartes—teaching to a class of Nigerians!  I sought examples of African history of mathematics.  Later I helped Paulus Gerdes as we formed the African Mathematical Union Commission on the History of Mathematics in Africa (AMUCHMA).

Meanwhile, Africa Counts began to play a bigger role.  My students had been borrowing my copy of Africa Counts.  We were especially excited to find (in Africa Counts) that Muhammed ibn Muhammed al-Kishnawial-Sudam, who wrote on magic squares in 1730s, was from Katsina—less than 200 kilometers from ABU!  (I first met Claudia at ICME-4 in Berkeley in1980, and told her how her book was appreciated by my students)

I picked up on the enthusiasm of my students and encouraged them to do senior projects of examining their own culture’s use of mathematics.  They usually used the chapters of Africa Counts as a guide and framework to start their searches.  Later, as we started having more graduate students, we extended this self-cultural study to Master’s degree projects and theses.  After so much use, my copy of Africa Counts became very battered!
My first presentation on ethnomathematics (at ICME-6 in Budapest) was aided by my students and their data collection on mathematical algorithms used by unschooled adults of their home villages.  Several of my students went on to do doctoral work in mathematics education, some still working on mathematics in their culture.  I moved to US in 1988 and met Claudia again at ISGEm/NCTM meeting in Orlando in 1989.  I continued doing ISGEm/NASGEm work with her up through last year.  Even today, 18 years after I left ABU, students there continue work in this area: I just had some email correspondence with one a few weeks ago.  Also, even in the US, I still ask my students to reflect on their own cultures to find mathematics.

That is the deeper role of Claudia—in her multicultural mathematics books, in her teacher guides, in her writing on maths anxiety, she always wanted people to recognize maths in all cultures—including their own.

